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previous King and grandmother of the boy who
is now ruler. The lady is alive. Her name is
Lakshammanni. She is a born stateswoman.
She saw from the circumstances of the day that
there was no way of overthrowing the usurper but
that of calling in the English. She, therefore, sent
a number of agents to make secret negotiations
with the English officers in Madras. What
occurred in consequence is now history. For every
bit that Thirumalarao, the agent of Mysore, did in
Madras he received authority and guidance from
Lakshammanni in Sreerangapatam. Communi-
cation over such a length of time on matters of
such importance could not have been kept secret
without the help of many trusted servants. For
some time, indeed, no one knew that any negoti-
ations were afoot. But at the end of two years
some person on the side of the Sultan suspected
intrigue and warned his master. Tipu became
watchful and made arrangements to have an eye
on the men who travelled in and out of the town.
Communication thereafter became somewhat
difficult.

It is stated that in this context the Maharani
received help from a junior minister of the Sultan,
The name of this man was Krishnarao. He was
a brahmin of the Mahratta country. This is a